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Chancellor’s Biography
 

Justice Zondo was born on 4 May 1960 in Ixopo, KwaZulu-Natal, where he completed his basic education. He holds a 
B.Iuris Degree from the University of Zululand; LLB from the defunct University of Natal (now University of KwaZulu-Natal); 
LLM (cum laude) in Labour Law; LLM with specialisation in Commercial Law as well as a LLM in Patent Law – all from the 
University of South Africa (UNISA). In 1991 and 1992, he served in two committees: The Commission of Inquiry regarding 
the Prevention of Public Violence and Intimidation (also known as the Goldstone Commission), which investigated violence 
in South Africa in the early 90s. In 1994, he was appointed as a member of the Ministerial Task Team, which was tasked with 
producing a draft Labour Relations Bill for the post-apartheid South Africa. After incorporating certain amendments, the 
Bill was passed into the Labour Relations Act in 1995. In 1996, he was appointed as the first Chairman of the Governing 
Body of the Commission for Conciliation, Mediation and Arbitration (CCMA). He resigned upon his appointment as a judge. 
In May 2000, Justice Zondo was appointed as Judge President of the Labour and Labour Appeal Court for a 10-year tenure. 
On 1 June 2017, Justice Zondo was appointed Deputy Chief Justice of the Republic of South Africa. In January 2018, he 
was appointed by former President Jacob Zuma as the Chairperson of the Commission of Inquiry into allegations of State 
Capture, Corruption and Fraud in the Public Sector, including Organs of State. In his role as UNIZULU Chancellor, Justice 
Zondo will act as the titular head of the University; his formal responsibilities include the conferment of degrees during the 
University’s graduation ceremonies as set out in section 6 of the UNIZULU Statute. The Chancellor will also have a pivotal 

ambassadorial role in the University to raise its profile and advance its interests nationally and internationally.


