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There is so much that goes into compiling a publication. First 
there needs to be a certain theme by which content is guided 
for that particular issue, then story angles and photographs 

need to be taken into consideration. The most demanding task, 
however, is nailing the magazine cover- and in our case, covers. 
Choosing the appropriate model/s, costume/s and shoot location is 
critical if the magazine team wants to effectively execute its theme 
and captivate its readers. And then, of course, there is the weather 
factor which basically determines when or where a shoot can take 
place. Amid all of this, the team has multiple deadlines to meet 
before the final issue is circulated to the readers of the publication. 

Why the long story, you might be wondering? Well, every once in a 
while, it’s nice to get a sneak peak of what actually transpires prior 
to you receiving your favourite product. For this issue, you will not 
only get to read about the “behind the scenes” experience but you 
can actually watch part of it on our Facebook page (UNIZULI #tag)
as well. 

Yup, #tag is launching its online series in October. Can we hear a 
“hoo-haa” somebody! It has occurred to us that the three-month 
waiting period for campus news is extremely long. We have, 
therefore, committed to posting breaking news on the online 
platform so it gets to you as soon as possible. We also know how 
much you love seeing your images on the two-page collage. Due to 
the limitations of print, we always struggle to sift through thousands 
of photos to ultimately print approximately 20. You’ll be delighted 
to know that Fridays will now be dedicated to #CampusLife photos 
on the Facebook page. 

To start things off, we will post a short video depicting how we shot 
both covers of this issue (you’ll be very surprised). Unfortunately, 
you will not see the team running around like headless chickens 
sourcing the beautiful traditional garments our models are wearing. 

Speaking of garments, it would be an injustice not to express 
our sincere gratitude to everyone who generously lent us their 
traditional attires. All our plans would have fallen flat without your 
assistance. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we bring you yet another issue featuring 
some of your best stories. It features, among other articles, stories 
about student entrepreneurs (pg 4), semi-finalists of the Nedbank 
and Old Mutual Budget Speech Competition (pg 10) and sports 
highlights (pg 12). Enjoy!

Editorial Team
Naledi Hlefane, Precious Shamase, Sphamandla Gumede, 
Samkele Sokhela and Hlumelo Nyikana

Photography
Sphamandla Gumede, Samkele Sokhela, Google images 
and Godide Photography
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“I believe that people should continue to 
honour, obey and respect their elders. These 
are beliefs that I will instill in the generation 
after me. Also, the practice of lobola should be 
promoted because it is a practice that honours 
women by thanking (their) parents for raising 
upstanding (children). I will also cling onto 
the practice of the reed dance because it is an 
important part of one’s womanhood.”

Ntombizonke Nxumalo 
Bachelor of Education (Educational 

Psychology) 

# Vox pops
What aspect of your culture would you never compromise on?

“From an early age, my parents instilled in 
me pride in my Zulu culture and heritage. 
They taught me to respect our traditions and 
to respect my elders. (I believe) we should 
continue the practice of ubuntu and the 
courteous and respectful (manner in which) we 
greet and interact with each other (as people).  
Finally, (I also feel that) the practice of our 
traditional ceremonies is very important for 
building strong and loving families. These 
are aspects of my heritage that I will never 
compromise on.”

Sduduzo Skhakhane
Bachelor of Nursing Science

“I strongly believe in my ancestors and the 
importance of believing in them. My ancestors 
keep me on the right path and protect (me) 
from misfortune. Also, I think we should 
continue the practice of lobola and we should 
not compromise on our faith in Jesus.” 

Duduzile Nsibande
Bachelor of Nursing Science 

“My father instilled a strong sense of culture 
in his family, especially his children. Through 
his teachings, we have become a family that 
is diligent in its Sesotho traditional practices, 
(from fluently speaking) our language (to) 
wearing our traditional garments in our daily 
lives and (learning) traditional songs. I will 
always cherish this.”

Dineo Motjope
Bachelor of Science in Applied 

Mathematics and Sciences

“I am a proud Zulu man. I am proud of my 
Zulu heritage, proud to wear traditional 
clothing such as iBeshu, proud to 
dance like my forefathers did and I am 
proud of my language. I am proud of 
everything that represents my culture 
and I will never compromise any 
aspect of it.”

Siyabonga Manqele
Bachelor of Science in Applied 

Mathematics and Physics

“I will never compromise remembering 
and communicating with my ancestors. 
I would not be here without them.”

Mthokozisi Mlaba
Bachelor in Information Science
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# Get Your Hustle on
#tag speaks to four students who are juggling university studies and running businesses. 

Cebolenkosi Njoko
When 24-year-old Njoko, a Bachelor of Education student, realised how long queues 
at the various restaurants around KwaDlangezwa Campus were becoming late in 
2017, he had a sudden brainwave. He would establish a delivery business that would 
revolutionise the campus food space. After pitching his idea to the different 
campus food outlets, Mashesha Delivery was born. The business proved vital for 
students who swiftly utilised his service for a low cost of R5 per delivery. But like 
any enterprise, Mashesha Delivery faced challenges. Without a vehicle, delivering 
on foot made the service slow and difficult on rainy days. This, together with the 
menial profit Njoko was making, called for a hiatus in order for him to reflect on 
and rectify his business mistakes. Njoko is eager to relaunch the business soon. 
Delivery anyone?

Kwazikwakhe “Dj Facebuk” Zungu
If house music and lit parties are your thing, then Dj Facebuk is your guy. From 
the age of seven, the Law student (27) exhibited traits of a star. His killer dance 
moves always caught people’s attention. He would later develop a deeper 
appreciation for the music he would dance to and start to create music of his 
own. The music industry did not quite live up to his expectations. Amid the 
politics and back-stabbing though, the resilient up-and-coming house Dj has had 
some great achievements such as his popular “All White One-man Show Picnic”, 
a weekly slot on Ukhozi fm from 20h30 to 21h00 and a hot single titled iZim Zim.

Mabongi Ngcobo
Like King Midas who had the golden touch, Ngcobo has a special touch too 
when it comes to décor and catering. She calls this Mab’s Unique Touch (also 
her trading name). After graduating with a social work degree, Ngcobo (42) 
found herself being a housewife. When her friends saw how beautifully she had 
decorated her house, they persuaded her to explore the decorating business. She 
took their advice and has never looked back since. Some of her highlights have 
been decorating UNIZULU academic Dr Makhosazana Vezi-Magigaba’s wedding 
and winning an award for the best stand at the 2016 Durban Business Fair. Apart 
from completing her master’s degree in Development Studies, Ngcobo aspires 
to build a wedding and conference venue which would offer in-house décor. 

Mxolisi “Lasola” Nene
Nene (23) hails from Groutville, Stanger and is doing his final year in Sociology. 
Loosely translated, Mxolisi means peacemaker. Refraining from using his first 
name, Nene opted for the stage name Lasola which means peace in Portuguese. 
As a child, Lasola loved dance. He was actually part of a dance crew in high 
school until in 2008 when he started exploring with music. Ten years later, Nene 
is steadily building a name for himself in the Gqom space. His singles have had 
airplay in various community radio stations in KwaZulu-Natal. Look out for his 
album due at the end of October. He has shared a stage with OKMalumkoolkat, 
Cassper Nyovest and Sho Madjozi. Lasola also coordinates campus events 
aimed at promoting talent, entertaining students and, well, earning him some 
cash (cha-ching!). 

Naledi Hlefane
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Heritage month is a time when 
various traditional communities 
celebrate what makes them uniquely 
who they are. #tag has decided to 
switch things up a bit and make 
this a time for students to learn a 
fact or two about other traditional 
communities. From amaZulu to 
amaXhosa and vhaVenda, we have 
compiled a list of facts that many 
might find, well, interesting.

AmaZulu 
Did you know that back in the 18th 
century, when men had to pay lobola 
for women, they were not restricted 
to using cows? An exception was 
made for other livestock such as 
goats and sheep if men did not own 
cows. 

AmaXhosa 

The name “Xhosa” is derived from 
King uXhosa, the legendary leader 
of amaXhosa. There is also a fringe 
theory that, in fact, the king’s name 
which has since been lost amongst 
the people was not Xhosa, but that 

“xhosa” was a name given to him by 
the San (Khoisan nation). The name 
Xhosa means “fierce” or “angry” 
in Khoisan languages. Due to the 
strong historical contact the San 
and amaXhosa had, it is said that 
almost 15 percent of isiXhosa (the 
language) originates from the San 
language. Interesting, huh? 

vhaVenda 
The Venda language, Tshivenda, is 
related to the Niger-Congo language 
family (Shona from Zimbabwe, 
Yoruba and Igbo from Nigeria and 
Swahili from Tanzania). It is also 
said that the Tshivenda vocabulary 
was similar to Sesotho in the 20th 
century (1990s). All Tshivenda 
speakers have a royal family line 
and stick to strict traditions to 
preserve this connection. It is said 
that, if need be, and in order to 
ensure that only royal blood will 
take the throne, the Tshivenda 
culture may allow siblings with 
different mothers to marry.

BaPedi 
The famous Rain Queen, 
Maselekwane Modjadji, that 
Southern African countries in the 
1800s asked for rainfall from, was 
a descendant of the BaPedi ethnic 
group. 

BaSotho 
Basotho (reportedly Southern 
Sotho) are allowed to marry 
within the same clan. The Basotho 
traditional blanket, Seana Marena, 
is originally from England and 
was specifically manufactured in 
honour of the nation’s great leader 
King Morena Moshoeshoe, the first.

emaSwati 
A Swati king or anyone who works 
closely to the king is not allowed 
to attend a funeral, even if it’s a 
funeral of a family member. This 
custom is done to avoid bad luck 
that is believed to be carried by a 
corpse.

Samkele Sokhela

Contributors: Dr Sibusiso Ntuli, 
Louis Mapatagane, Clasper 
Monyela, Nthabeleng Kheleli, and 
Fiona Dlamini

# Interesting Facts about
South African Traditional Communities
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Heritage Day, also known as National 
Braai Day, is celebrated yearly on 24 
September as a way of recognising 
and learning more about South 
Africa’s diverse cultures. 

Every year, without fail, the various 
South African cultural groups 
demonstrate their pride in their 
heritage by sporting their traditional 
gear. 

Bringing it closer to home, Heritage 
Day serves to remind students of 
the legacy that they have inherited 
from past students of the University 
of Zululand (UNIZULU). It is a time 
for students to honour those who 
were here before them and emulate 
their character. 

Since its inception in 1960, 
UNIZULU quickly became a place 
where students could foster ideals 
of freedom, justice, equality 

and human solidarity during the 
apartheid era. 

According to Dr Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi during the Zulu king’s 
honorary graduation held at 
UNIZULU in May 2018, the King 
Bhekuzulu Hall was used to 
hold secret meetings to discuss 
strategic plans to combat the then 
oppressive regime. During these 
times, a number of South Africa’s 
influential leaders who fought 
against apartheid and continue to 
fight against social injustices in the 
country emerged. These include 
Justice Mogoeng Mogoeng, Bess 
Nkabinde, Jeff Radebe and Sbu 
Ndebele. 

Today, a new breed of students 
is an inspiration to its peers 
and is paving the way for future 
classes. The UNIZULU Choir which 
has repeatedly represented the 

#
The UNIZULU  Heritage

Celebrating

Jeff Radebe

University and country across 
the globe, the ladies’ soccer team 
players who have played in the 
national women’s team as well as 
the UNIZULU Enactus chapter which 
has represented the University on 
national stages are some of the 
trailblazers of this era. 

So in this heritage month and 
beyond, #tag urges you to proudly 
celebrate the UNIZULU legacy and 
embody the ethos of the institution: 
Diligentia Cresco (by diligence we 
shall lead).   

Hlumelo Nyikana

 

Dr Sbu Ndebele Justice Mogoeng MogoengJudge Jess Nkabinde - Mmono
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Dos 

Be willing to start from the bottom. 

Apply for learnership or internship 
programmes offered in different 
organisations, even if the programmes 
are in fields outside of what you 
studied for. 

Learn as much as you can. 

When you are recruited under a 
learnership programme, learn as much 
as you can. Equip yourself with the 
skills, because you don’t know when 
you might need those skills. And don’t 
stop learning, knowledge is power.

Identify a mentor. 

This is someone you can learn from, 
who can guide you in terms of your 

career path.

Set up a LinkedIn account, if you 
haven’t already. 

Sign up for LinkedIn and make yourself 
shine. Post a marketable CV and a 
summary about your experience that 
uses keywords that will market you and 
attract potential employers to you.

Find ways to use social media to 
showcase your talents. 

Start a blog to show off your skills. Join 
discussions on LinkedIn groups and 
other online forums and demonstrate 
your knowledge on particular topics 
and fields.

Follow and interact with companies 
in your field. 

Follow your coveted companies to get 
an idea of what’s important to them 
and what their “personality” is like. 
This will come in handy if you are 
shortlisted for an interview.

Start a Twitter account strictly for 
professional use. 

Follow people and companies in your 
industry and interact with them by 
retweeting their tweets and sharing 
articles they might find useful.

Don’ts  

Don’t leave your personal accounts 
open to the public. 

Platforms like Facebook have a feature 
that allows you to view your profile as 
the public sees it, so you can make sure 
potential employers only see what you 
want them to see.

Don’t post unprofessional pictures 
of yourself anywhere on the Web. 

No keg stands. No bikini shots. If 
you wouldn’t show a picture to your 
grandmother, don’t post it online 
(unless you have a really free-spirited 
grandmother- in which case, just don’t 
post anything you wouldn’t want your 
boss to see).

Don’t post anything that could be 
interpreted as sexist, racist, lewd, 
strong language or otherwise offensive 
anywhere on the web.

Don’t mass apply to every job you 
can find with a generic CV. 

Tailor your application to fit the job 
requirements.

Don’t Show Your Desperation. 

Employers should believe that you 
want this job because it’s a good 
opportunity and you can be an asset 
to the company, not because you need 
to buy groceries or make your car 
payment.

 of Job Seeking

#
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# Campus life
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For more pictures, visit the #tag 
Facebook page (UNIZULU #tag)
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For the first time in history, the 
University of Zululand (UNIZULU) 
is among a few South African 
universities who are dominating in 
the Nedbank and Old Mutual Budget 
Speech Competition semi-finals. 

The competition started in 1972 
with the aim of recognising and 
highlighting the depth of talent, 
intellect and insight that exists 
within the ranks of South Africa’s 
future economic leaders. Held 
annually, the competition poses 
challenging economic scenarios 
to be researched and explored by 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
economics students from tertiary 
institutions across the country.

UNIZULU has five of its Economics 
students (four postgraduate 
students and one undergraduate 
student) representing it in the 
competition this year. The top 20 
entries which were selected by a 
filter panel will now be marked by 
the adjudication panel who will 
select the best 10 essay submissions. 

The 10 finalists will thereafter 
be interviewed- on a face-to-face 
basis- by the adjudication panel 
after which they will participate 
in a variety of activities in Cape 
Town leading up to the broadcast 
of the 2019 budget speech where 
the winners and runners up will be 
announced. 

Third-year student Khayelihle 
Madlopha, who won in the 
undergraduate category in 2017, is 
once again expecting to bring the 
prize home as he believes he “can 
do all things through Christ” who 
gives him strength.  

Unlike Madlopha who is the only 
undergraduate representing the 
institution, Lungelo Khayelihle 
Ngema, Sbonelo Majola, Thobani 
Gwala and Lwayiphi Ottet 
Mpungose are all competing for 
the same title and prize. Neither 
one of the young men are willing 
to back down. But there can only be 
one champion and the big question 
remains: whose prize is it? Quite 

frankly, #tag is not concerned about 
who comes up top, as long as it is 
one of our own. 

Professor Irrshad Kaseeram, 
Deputy Dean Research and 
Internationalisation in the Faculty 
of Commerce, Administration and 
Law, concurs. “We are rooting for 
you all to achieve grand success 
in the finals,” he said. “You have 
done us proud, coming from 
a (historically disadvantaged) 
institution. It is rare indeed for 
five students coming from such 
circumstances to successfully 
compete with historically well-
resourced institutions. Your 
ability, commitment, courage and 
determination has brought you thus 
far and it will certainly take you into 
a bright future as long as you stay 
focused,” Prof Kaseeram added.  

Go team UNIZULU! 

Precious Shamase

From left: Sbonelo Majola and Lwayiphi Ottet Mpungose (honours Economics 
students) with Khayelihle Madlopha, third-year Economics student as well as Lungelo 

Khayelihle Ngema and Thobani Gwala (honours Economics students).  

# Whose Prize is it Anyway? 



#tag 11

Three undergraduate students from 
the Law Department represented 
the University and continent at 
large at the Nuremberg Moot Court 
competition which recently took 
place in Nuremberg, Germany.

Nompumelelo Khaba, Kutlwano 
Mohanoe and Nomcebo Bila joined 
57 universities from across the globe 
who took part in the criminal law 
contest which assists law students 
in gaining valuable experience and 
expertise for their professional 
future. 

Explaining what the competition 
entails, Khaba said that “teams of 
international students prepared 
both prosecution and defence for 
a fictional case”. The competition 
aims to encourage university 
students to become familiar with 
international Criminal Law by 

arguing a fictitious case before 
the International Criminal Court. 
Additionally, the court seeks to 
enable students to improve their 
public speaking and practical legal 
skills. 

Team UNIZULU was one of five 
teams selected in Africa and the 
only one to make it to the top 16. 
According to Bila, reaching the top 
sixteen did not come as a surprise 
to her because she felt her team 
worked really hard. “I felt honoured 
to be a part of individuals that put 
Africa on the map,” she said.

For Mohanoe, the experience in 
Germany unleashed the traveller in 
him. “I have decided that I want a job 
that requires a lot of international 
travelling,” he said. 

Michael Buthelezi, the Law 
Department lecturer who coached 

team UNIZULU, extended his 
sincere congratulations to 
the team. He emphasised that 
while most universities were 
represented by master’s students 
who were researching in the field 
of international criminal law, 
UNIZULU students were competing 
for the first time at that level and the 
team had no background in the field 
of international criminal law as it 
is not being offered in University’s 
Law Department. The students had 
to work extra hard researching and 
familiarising themselves with the 
field of international criminal law, 
while also preparing for their June 
examinations, Buthelezi said.

He concluded by thanking everyone 
who supported the students with 
their travelling costs. 

Law 
Students
Making their 
Case in International Court

Pictured: Nomcebo Bila, Kutlwano Mohanoe and Nompumelelo Khaba who flew the 

University flag at the Nuremberg Moot Court competition in Nuremberg, Germany. 

Precious Shamase



# On the Sports Front
The year 2018 has been one of multiple highs for the University of Zululand, as far as sport is concerned. Records 
have been set and others broken by a few of the teams under the Sports and Recreation Department. Some other 
teams have also been consistent in their victories. Read on to get the low-down on these achievements. 

Mbaliyethu Mhlongo (23), Captain of 
UNIZULU Ladies Swallows soccer 
team, was selected during the 

2017 University Sports South Africa (USSA) 
tournament to form part of a 20-member 
team to represent South Africa at the 
Confederation of University and Colleges 
Sports Associations (CUCSA) tournament 
held in Botswana in June 2018. Team SA 
fared well in all the games and returned 
home with gold medals and a trophy.

The UNIZULU Aerobics team outshone 
all its counterparts during the 2018 
USSA tournament, winning 31 medals 

in total. Speaking on behalf of the team, 
the team’s secretary Lindelwa Ngubane 
said: “This achievement is thrilling because 
[compared] to last year, we realise that we 
have drastically improved. Everyone was 
blown away by our performances, even the 
judges and for that, we’d like to thank our 
coach Reggy Metso, the team and everyone 
that contributed to these amazing results.” 

The UNIZULU Buffels made history in 
2018 by becoming the first UNIZULU 
rugby team to be crowned champions 

at the USSAs. 

The University volleyball team had one 
of its stars, Sandile Khoza, selected as 
one of six players who represented 

the country in Botswana during the 2016 
USSA tournament. Although the sextet did 
not come out victorious in their final game 
against Zimbabwe, it was consoled by the 
great news that it had secured a spot to 
compete in the 2019 CUCSA games to be 
played in Italy.

Here’s a quick trivia. In which university would you find guys with the most ripped 
bodies? Well, UNIZULU of course! With four consecutive wins at the USSAs in 
the bodybuilding category, it’s only logical to come to such a conclusion. Senzo 

Mthembu who manages the team says though the string of victories puts an extra weight on 
the team’s shoulders he is optimistic that his troops will continue to make history even in 
next year’s sports event. 
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Samkele Sokhela 



# UNIZULU Choir:
In July, the UNIZULU Choir embarked on 
a month-long tour of Germany where it 
teamed up with German choir Imbongi 
Voices of Africa on a choral music 
festival. Themed Amandla in honour 
of Dr Nelson Mandela’s strength and 
resilience during apartheid in South 
Africa, the three-part programme 
included a musical, Mandela centred 
struggle songs on International Mandela 
Day (18 July 2018) and workshops on 
South African music. This is what choir 
members Nontethelelo Buthelezi, 
Sandile Khumalo and Siyabonga Mfeka 
said they took away from the trip. 

Uprightness
Honesty and trust is the Germans’ 
policy. Without thinking twice, citizens 
buy bus tickets even though they are 
not checked upon boarding. Germans 
believe in doing the right thing at all 
times. 

Punctuality
“Germans have clock and South 
Africans have time,” Buthelezi said 
quoting what one German citizen 
alluded to. Every single thing happens 
on time in Germany. When it came 
to shows, Khumalo said, both the 
choristers and audience would arrive 
in the auditorium at least an hour early 
just to be on time for the show. Even 
with both performers and audience 
having arrived early though, shows 
would still start on scheduled time. 
Now that’s discipline! 

Language Barrier
The medium of communication in 
Germany is German (surprise, surprise). 
Everything- from product labels to 
television shows- is in German. While 
being accommodated in the homes 
of the Imbongi members, UNIZULU 
Choir members say German/English 
dictionaries were their best friends. 

Culture of Reading 
Germans read. Volumes! Each and 
every household of the German choir 
members had libraries.

Summer Days
Summer days are extremely long as the 
sun sets at approximately 10pm. 

Patriotism
Germans value their history. 
Apparently, every citizen knows all 
there is to know about the country’s 
history. 

Environmental Friendliness
Cycling is the most popular mode of 
transport among Germans for both 
eco-friendliness and health reasons. 
Apparently, there are parking bays 
specifically for bicycles. 

Naledi Hlefane

#tag 13

Memoirs of German Tour
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From a young age, Velile Samuel 
Nxele, an honours student in the 
Department of Consumer Science, 
aspired to be a published author 
and in 2018, his lifelong dream 
finally came to life. 

Nxele has recently published his 
debut project titled “Ignition 
Key for Rural Community (20th 
Century Upbringing)”. The book 
is an ideological take on the 
formalisation of Africanism- a 
phenomenon the author believes 
to be the vital building block for the 
growth of society. Nxele unpacks 
the story in three different parts 
namely, The Awakening Process, 
Broken Scriptures or Free Thoughts 
or Poetry and Open Letters. 

Growing up in the rural areas of 
Thembeni in eMandeni, Nxele 
said he had been troubled by how 
the ethos of the rural society was 
overlooked yet the western way of 
thinking was condoned. He was also 

concerned by the migration rate of 
rural-born people to the big cities.  
These concerns were thus the 
impetus behind Nxele’s book. 

Reminiscing on his journey thus 
far, Nxele is amused at how shaky 
the road to becoming a published 
author was. “I have lost two books 

instead, they motivated him to 
produce his first offering which was 
launched on 21 September, courtesy 
of the Department of Consumer 
Science. 

Professor Unathi Kolanisi, the 
Head of the Consumer Science 
Department, said she was extremely 
proud of Nxele’s milestone. She said: 
“Creativity and innovation forms 
part of the department’s vision that 
is inculcated into the curriculum 
and is understood by both staff as 
teaching facilitators and students as 
the active partners in teaching and 
learning. Our students are taught 
not to reproduce knowledge but 
rather to use knowledge to benefit 
the future generation. As the 
department we pride ourselves in 
Mr Nxele’s achievement and we wish 
him well for his future endeavours.”

Precious Shamase 

from silly incidences. One was a 
computer crash (and) another was 
asking (for) assistance to type in 
someone’s computer only to come 
back and find that they (had) deleted 
all my hard work,” he remembered. 

These setbacks did not deter Nxele, 

New Chapter for Velile Nxele



# Inspiration
“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. Education is the 
premise of progress, in every society, in every family.” - Kofi Annan

Education changed my outlook on life

 “Attending school broadened my horizon and exposed me 
to interesting things. I believe this knowledge gained through 

education is enough to help me realise all my dreams.” 

- Thabani Nxumalo
BA Library and Information Science

The UNIZULU community shaped me

“The society that we live in has mentored and given me advice that 
has affected my life in a positive way- especially the people at this 

University. The people at this University are like an extended family.”

- Ndumiso Kunene
BA Development Studies

My mother’s passing taught me great life lessons

 “My mother passed away when I was very young so I was brought 
up with the help of my grandmother and family friend. Because of 

this, I learnt to be independent from an early age and to appreciate everything 
that I have. This also taught me to always strive for a better life; to give myself 
the things my mother could not.” 

- Nozibusiso Mpanza
   BA in Library and Information Science

These world icons inspire me

“Mahatma Gandhi and Nelson Mandela are a true source of 
inspiration for me. I am free because of their sacrifices.” 

- Amy Leah Pillay
BCom in Accounting and Economics
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