
Out of classroom learning:
Student leaders visit 
historical sites

Beauty and brains: 
The story of the two 

Pearls

 Oct- Dec 2016

Game Changer: 
University 

launches Mobile 
App

We wish students all the best with their final exams



      #EditorialComment

 Oct- Dec 2016

Editorial Team 
Sphamandla Gumede, Bheki Mbanjwa,
Lydia Meyer and Veronica Botha 

Contributors 
Siyabonga Myeni

PAGE ONE
   Beauty with brains and  

a heart of gold

PAGE TWO & THREE
         Celebrating 

the science centre’s
30 years

PAGE FOUR & FIVE 
Out of classroom 

learning

PAGE SIX
 International Students 

promoting peaceful
co-existence

PAGE SEVEN     
Information is now just a 

click away for students

  PAGE EIGHT
Life on 

campus

PAGE NINE
  Enactus UNIZULU elects 

first female president

PAGE TEN
 Convocation president 

determined to make a 
change

PAGE ELEVEN
Pearl flies the KZN flag 

high at Miss Heritage

PAGE TWELVE
 Dirty cars are their 

cashcows

PAGE THIRTEEN
All hail the king 

of theatre

By the time you read this, exams will have started. For 
some of the students these are the last exams they 
will sit for before they venture into the corporate 

world. However some will come back next year either to 
pursue postgraduate studies or to continue with their current 
studies.
 
Whatever your circumstances might be, the team at 
Hashtag wishes you success in the exams. Those who will 
be venturing into the corporate world should fly our flag 
high. Remember your relationship with the University of 
Zululand does not end here.
 
In fact as an alumnus you have a role to play in the 
development of the institution. It was pleasing to see how 
UNIZULU graduates enthusiastically participated in the 
Convocation AGM where the convocation executive was 
elected.
 
Check out the interview with the new Convocation President 
on Page 10.
 
In this last issue of the year we continue celebrating student 
excellence and profiling those among us who have excelled 
in the various things they have done and continue to do, 
whether be it in business or any other sector.
 
One of the main stories in this issue, are about two ladies. 
Both are named Pearl and both are students at the University. 
One of them has just returned from representing KZN at 
the Miss Heritage National finals while the other one is a 
budding model who is signed with a local modelling agency.
 
Both were profiled not because of their beauty but because 
of the things they do to give back to those less fortunate 
than us. It is only through giving to the less fortunate that 
we learn to appreciate what we have.
 
In this issue we also celebrate the International Students 
Association which represents many of our fellow students 
who hail from foreign countries.  By being here, these 
students contribute to the University in many ways and it is 
only fair that we not only accept but that we embrace them.
 
There are many more interesting stories in this issue. Read 
on.
 

And we shall see some of you next year! 
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	 	 			Beauty	with	brains	and	a		heart	of	gold

Pearl Mbatha is an 
aspiring lawyer 
who is not only 

owning the catwalk but 
is also using hip hop to 
support those who are less 
fortunate.

Straight out of Durban 
Girls Secondary, the LLB 
student is currently doing 
her first year at UNIZULU.

“I want to speak for 
and defend those who 
cannot speak or defend 
themselves,” she says. The 
rising model is also part 
of a hip-hop dance group 
known as the Dynamic 
Queens. The group is 
fast gaining recognition 
through its performances 
aimed at raising funds 
for orphanages such as 
Abalindi home (at Nanda).

Pearl says both fashion and 
modelling revolve around 
creativity, passion and 
having the right attitude.

“It is all about working with 
what you have. You do not 
need to have any trending 
labels, you just need to feel 
good with what you have”. 
The young model says she 
dresses according to her 
mood, even though she 
tends to hide sombre 
days with a good 
outfit.

Although everything 
started off as a hobby, 
being a model has helped 
her learn a lot about what 
needs to be valued, like 
self-worth and confidence. 
This of course includes a 
healthy diet and regular 
exercise to keep her 
looking and feeling good.

The adorable model has 
been flaunting her beauty 
for the past 5 years under 
modelling agency, Famous 
Cosmi Black, (FCB) 
while simultaneously 
offering runway classes 
for colleagues who needed 
that extra swing.

Famous Cosmi Black 
has opened many doors, 
resulting in an adventure 
of trips, runway events and 
photo-shoots.

“My experience at FCB 
has been the most amazing 

SIYABONGA MYENI time of my life. We have 
been to places I never 
thought I’d visit. We have 
created many memories, 
met many people and 
rocked many stages”.

Although her modelling 
career looks promising, 
Pearl plans on pursuing 

a full-time career as a 
lawyer in the long run. 
She, however, admits that 
becoming a model was the 
best decision she has ever 
made. She also advises 
aspiring models to always 
strive to be different, show 
confidence and have fun 
on stage. 

Pearl Mbatha is not only armed with good looks but she also has brains and a good heart

Picture by: Sphamandla Gumede
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As the UNIZULU 
Science Centre 
(USC)  celebrates 

30 years of existence, #Tag 
spoke to four students who 
work there as interns.

These UNIZULU students 
are responsible for putting 
together shows, designing 
games, running workshops 
and also helping out with 
general chores.

By being part of the Centre, 
the four students have 
become an integral part 
of the institution which 
welcomes an average of 30 
000 visitors each year.

While the task of balancing 
their studies with duties 
at the Centre may seem 
too much for some, these 
students are relishing each 
and every opportunity 
of being part of the best 
Science Centre in Africa.

They say that it is as much 
of a learning curve to them 
as it is an opportunity to 
impart the knowledge they 
already have.

Zamani Ncanana, (24)
who has been working at 
the Centre since May is 
one of the four UNIZULU 
students who work as 
interns at the USC.

The student, who is 
currently pursuing an 
MSC degree in Chemistry 
said while the job can be 
challenging it is also very 
interesting and fulfilling.
Zamani recounts that 

what is more pleasing 
and satisfying is the 
correspondence received  
from teachers who are 
impressed with the way 
in which they are able to 
explain certain scientific 
concepts to pupils.

Nobuhle Magudulelela, 
who is pursuing a Masters 
in Chemistry started 
working at the Centre 
in January. She said she 

enjoyed working at the 
Centre because “it’s all 
about Science”.

Although the quartet are 
not in any way nerdy, 
they agree that Science is 
their passion and therefore 
dominates their lives.

Another Masters in 
Chemistry student, Zanele 
Dube, has also been with the 
centre for 10 months. She 
said the most challenging 

part has been balancing her 
work at the Centre with her 
studies. “Sometimes you 
knock off work and go to 
work on your studies. Still 
you have to be well rested  
for work the next morning,” 
she said.

Nokuthula Mthethwa is 
perhaps the most animated 
of the lot. Working with 
children at the Centre 
has ignited her passion 

	 			Not	your	average	nerds:		Students	reflect	on			

UNIZULU students Nokuthula Mthethwa, Zamani Ncanana, Nobuhle Magudulela and Zanele Dube 
are proud to be associated with the UNIZULU Science Centre as it celebrates 30 years of existence. 

The four students are interns at the Centre.

Pictures by Sphamandla Gumede
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for teaching. She now 
plans to pursue a PGCE 
qualification as she is now 
passionate about teaching.

She currently holds a degree 
in Agricultural Extension 
and Rural Development but 
says her experience at the 
Science Centre has swayed 
her into teaching.

Although, she is regarded 
as an entertainer by most 
of the pupils who come to 
the Centre, Nokuthula said 
when she arrived at the 

Centre she did not think 
she had what it takes to pull 
it off. “I never thought that 
I was capable of teaching, 
and presenting something 
to other people”.

But buoyed by the positive 
response the Centre gets 
from its visitors, she is 
more than confident that 
she can be a teacher.

All four interns had 
nothing but praises for their 
superiors, Alfred Tsipa and 
Derek Fish.

· The University of Zululand’s Physics Department applied to the 
 University authorities for permission to open a Science Centre   
 (“Exploratorium”) in the faculty of Science, at the end of 1982.

·  Permission was granted and work begun early in 1983, with a donation   
 from Old Mutual. The UNIZULU Science Centre (USC) was housed   
 in an old laboratory on the top floor of the Zoology building.

·  Prof Johan van der Merwe of the Physics Department, with the   
 assistance of other staff, ordered and built equipment for the    
 Centre, which was opened on the 6th of November 1986.

·   In November 1995, USC was offered the use of a 1000 square metre   
 industrial building in Alton, Richards Bay.

·    Funds were raised from local industries for necessary renovations 
 which  took place from July 1996 to February 1997.

·    The Science Centre, with all its exhibits, was moved to the new facility,   
 and opened on the 27th of February 1997. 

Facts about the UNIZULU Science Centre
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One the 4th of 
November 2016, 
the Student 

Services Department 
facilitated an educational 
excursion to three 
historical sites for student 
leaders from various 
student formations.  The 
sites visited included 
KwaMuhle Museum, 
Luthuli Museum and the 
Mandela Capture Site. 

The visit afforded the 
student leaders an 
opportunity to appreciate 
the historical developments 
that shaped our country 
from the beginning of the 
19th century, whose impact 
is felt even today.  

The KwaMuhle Museum 
provides a historical 
context within which 
townships in the Durban 
area were established.  A 
similar pattern could also 
be detected in other South 
African urban areas.  At 
the Mandela Capture Site 
and the Luthuli Museum 
student leaders were 
educated about the struggle 
for the liberation of the 
country and they were also 
exposed to video footages 
that most, if not all of them 
had, never seen before. 

The institution has to dispel 
the notion that students 
only learn in a classroom 
or a lecture hall situation.  
Classrooms or lecture 
halls are a component 
of the whole learning 
environment. With the 

      #OurPeople

							Out	of	classroom	learning:	Student	leaders
society and who conduct 
themselves ethically, etc.  
In short, employers are 
looking for well-rounded 
employees.  The activities, 
in which students get 
involved outside the 
classroom, have a direct 
bearing on the success of 
students after they have 
completed their studies.  
It is, therefore, important 

for different stakeholders 
of the institution to factor 
this in when the broader 
curriculum of a student is 
structured.  Teaching and 
learning should not be 
confined to the prescribed 
textbook only.  In that case, 
a whole range of critical 
skills might be overlooked 
at the expense of the 
student. 

advent of social media and 
wireless technology, this 
has become clearer. 

In addition to academic 
activities, students have 
to begin to ask themselves 
what lessons they learn 
from being members of a 
sports club, a social club or 
any other student structure.  
Students spend much 
of their time outside the 
classroom and the question 
is what programmes do 
they engage in and what 
skills do they acquire 
which they can convert to 
a competitive advantage.  
That is what we had in mind 
when the Student Services 
Department initiated a visit 
to the Luthuli Museum, 
KwaMuhle Museum and 
the Mandela Capture Site 
on the 4th of November 
2016.  The student leaders 
who participated in the 
educational excursion have 
expressed appreciation for 
opportunities to apply their 
academic skills in practical 
situations when they were 
engaged by hosts at the 
different sites that were 
visited.  Such engagements 
contribute towards their 
preparedness for the world 
of work and life in general.  

It is common knowledge 
that employers seek 
graduates who can 
communicate well both 
in writing and in speech, 
graduates who are good 
team members, who work 
hard, who understand 
the diversity of our 
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particular soft skills which 
are required by the world of 
work.  We, therefore, have 
to provide opportunities 
for students to acquire 
competences that will 
develop them into people 
who get things done and 
who are prepared for life 
in general. 

Finally, the visit to the 

mentioned sites marked 
the beginning of various 
other student leadership 
activities that will aim 
at empowering student 
leaders outside the 
classroom. 

This article and picture 
were supplied by the 
Dean of Students.

the experience, skills and 
understanding that they 
will need for success in 
life.  

There is acknowledgement 
that most of UNIZULU 
students come from 
a background of 
disadvantage and they 
generally tend to exhibit 
a deficit in terms of 

	 		visit	historical	sites
It is worth mentioning 
that when students give 
it all in the lecture hall, 
they are likely to gain 
knowledge and expertise 
for success in their chosen 
field.  More importantly, 
if they engage in a wide 
array of opportunities 
that might not be outlined 
in the prescribed book, 
they will gain much of 
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   #MainStory

Graduation ceremonies 
at the University of 
Zululand are always 

colourful and joyous events. 
What makes them even 
more colourful is the group 
of students who act as flag 
bearers at these occasions.

Dressed in traditional 
regalia and carrying flags 
of various countries, these 
students form part of the 
procession. While this 
has become a common 
feature at graduation, it 
is representative of the 
diversity one finds on 
campus.

Most of these students 
are part of the UNIZULU 
chapter of the International 
Students Association.

The association plays a 
more important role than 
being flag bearers. Its 
newly elected executive 
has said that one of its main 
objectives is promoting 
peaceful coexistence 
between South Africans and 
international students on 
campus.

The association comprises 
of over 70 active student 
members, from various 
African countries which 
include Botswana, Lesotho, 
Nigeria, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, Congo, Zimbabwe, 
Zambia.

Andrew Enaifoghe, the 
president of the association 
said however it is believed 
that about 400 international 
students are currently 
studying at UNIZULU. The 

	 	 				International	Students	promoting	peaceful	co-existence

association will be reaching 
out to all these students.

“As a student society which 
comprises of different 
nationalities, we hope to 
help our members become 
responsible individuals as 
they pursue their academic 
careers and to also to 
help them become good 
ambassadors of this highly 
esteemed institution. We 
also hope to help our 
members to live to be 
proud of their uniqueness 
as representing the good 
image of their countries, 
irrespective of how or what 
people see or say about 
their countries from afar,” 
Andrew explained.

The association looks after 
the welfare of its members 
by ensuring their safety, 

health and accommodation 
at all times.

The members of the 
association have also 
been actively engaged in 
a number of voluntary 
community work both 
within and outside the 
University. This includes 
the academic development 
of undergraduate students 
as well assisting high 

school students within its 
immediate environments.
The association now wants 
to spread its wings through 
a variety of programmes. 
These include organising 
occasional lectures and 
discussion forums, visiting 
and providing assistance to 
orphanages and neighbouring 
schools and staging an 
awareness campaign to 
promote peaceful co-
existence.

President:    Andrew Osehi Enaifoghe
Deputy President:    Nengo Mutize
Secretary:     Tafadzwa Muronda
Treasurer:   Harris Madhuku 
Deputy Secretary:    Nhlonipho Bright Ntuli
Public Relation Officer:    Richards Shumba

Members of the International Students
Association executive

Some of the members of the UNIZULU chapter of the International Students Association.

Picture by Sphamandla Gumede
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University of 
Zululand students 
can now access 

important information like 
exam results, financial 
statements and progress 
reports with just one click 
of a button.

A user-friendly mobile 
App, containing all this 
information went live in 
October and is available for 
use by students studying at 
the University.

The site can be accessed 
on any mobile device on 
the following URL: https://
mainappsvr.unizulu.ac.za/
studmweb/studinfo

Information	is	now	just	a	click	away	for	students
To ensure that personal 
information is protected, 
the student will be required 
to type in his or her unique 
student number and the 
iEnabler Pin inorder to use 
the App.

Information that can be 
accessed currently on the 
app includes information 
on Exam Results, Financial 
Statements, Financial Aid 
and Progress Report.

More information such as 
Exam and Class Timetables 
and residency admissions 
will be made available at a 
later stage.

This app is in its infancy 
stage and it will be 
continuously enhanced and 
developed, the developers 
have said.

To use this app, the student 
must either have Wi-Fi 
connectivity or have a data 
bundle on his/her mobile 
device.

For those students who 
prefer to get information 
via SMS, a new tool has 
been made available to 
them. They can send an 
SMS to 34763 to either 
access their results or fee 
balance.

Students have to type 
either:
UZ, StudentNo, R (for 
Results) or
UZ, StudentNo, B (for fee 
Balance)

Each SMS costs R2. The 
student requesting the 
information will then 
receive an SMS with the 
information that she or he 
requested. The information 
will be sent directly to the 
cell number used to request 
the information.   In the 
case of results, if there is 
an outstanding balance, 
the results will not be 
disclosed.

UNIZULU students can now get important information like results and fee balances on their cellphones.

Picture by Sphamandla Gumede
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   #OurSocieties
	 	 			Enactus	UNIZULU	elects	first	female	president

Thabile Mdhluli, 
a second year 
Political Science 

and International Studies 
student, has been elected 
the president of Enactus 
UNIZULU.

She becomes the first 
ever female president of 
Enactus UNIZULU since 
its establishment in 2009.

Enactus is the international 
student organisation, 
operating in universities 
in 36 countries around the 
world.

The organisation brings 
together students, 
academics, business leaders 
and any other prominent 
people who have an 
interest in empowering 
communities through 
entrepreneurship.

Using community outreach 
projects, members of 
Enactus, play an active 
role towards addressing 
issues affecting people in 
surrounding communities.

All their projects are aimed 
at changing people’s lives 
by creating sustainable 
employment opportunities 
and in turn alleviating 
poverty.

Mdhluli is  no stranger 
to Enactus UNIZULU 
leadership having served 
as Head of Internal Affairs 
during the 2015/2016 term 
of office.
As president she now leads 

an eight-member executive 
team which will steer the 
Enactus UNIZULU ship 
until August next year.

Asked what the leadership 
collective sought to 
achieve, she said: “Our 
immediate goal is to start 
with the implementation 
of projects soon so as to 
ensure that by the time 
the National competition 
comes, we have impacted 

as many people as 
possible”.

Mdhluli added that the 
team is aiming to win the 
National Championships 
in July next year as that 
would  mean it goes on to 
represent South Africa at 
the Enactus World Cup to 
be held in the UK.

In 2015 Enactus 
UNIZULU represented 
South Africa in the 

Thabile Mdhluli has made history by becoming the first female president for the UNIZULU chapter 
of Enactus. The picture above was taken at the Enactus World Cup in 2015 where she was part of the 

team which represented South Africa.

Enactus World Cup which 
was held in Johannesburg. 
She was part of that team.
“As the executive of 
2016/2017, we have 
adopted a slogan which 
is #EnactusUnizulu_
Reloaded which means that 
this year we are amplified, 
we have come up with 
innovative projects which 
are sure to impact the lives 
of community members,” 
Mdhluli said.

Members	of	the	Enactus	UNIZULU	executive:
Thabile Mdhluli 
President

Samkelo Bukhosini
Vice President 
(Richards Bay)

Nkululeko Nyawo
Head of Internal Affairs

Phumlani Sithole
Head of Finance

Mhlengi Khambule
Head of Projects

Khethokuhle Shangase
Head of External Affairs

Nkululeko Ngcobo 
Head of Events

Carol Maphalala
Head of Recruitment

Picture: Supplied



10

   #MeetTheAlumnus

Durban-based Clinical 
P s y c h o l o g i s t , 

Nhlakanipho Nkwanyana was 
recently elected president of 
the UNIZULU Convocation 
at an AGM held in October. 
UNIZULU #Tag spoke to 
him and found out what he 
intends to achieve in his new 
role.
 
Speaking to Nkwanyana it 
is clear to see that he is an 
individual driven by a need 
to influence positive change. 
It is perhaps the humble 
beginnings that drive the 
ambitious 27-year-old to be 
so determined to making a 
difference everywhere he 
goes.
 
As a student, he had 
to battle with financial 
difficulties owing to his own 
disadvantaged background.
 
“I got accepted when in fact 
I don’t think I deserved to be 
because I did not have any 
money,” he said adding that 
this is why he felt the need 
to be actively involved in the 
affairs of the University.
 
He joined the University in 
2008, to pursue a degree in 
Psychology. He graduated 
in 2012 but stayed on to 
pursue his Masters degree. 
In 2013 while on his second 
year of the Masters degree 
he started internship training 
at Townhill and Fort Napier 
hospitals.
 
Later on in 2015 he ventured 
into private practice.
 
Now, as the convocation 
president he leads a structure 
that represent the interests 
of the alumni at the various 

structures of the University 
including Council which is 
the highest decision-making 
body.
 
Nkwanyana said former 
students of the University 
of Zululand need to play 
an important role in the 
preservation and restoration 
of the good image of the 
University.
 
“We are going to take a 
comprehensive approach 
towards ensuring that the 
restoration of the University’s 
good image takes place.  This 
will include engaging the 
public. We also have to create 
space for alumni to take part 
in our programmes because 
when they come on board 
they come with their different 
expertise. Ours is not limited 

to a theoretical intervention,” 
he explained.
 
Nkwanyana was confident 
that fellow members of the 
Convocation Executive were 
up to the mammoth task.  He 
stressed that all members of 
the executive have proven 
track records as leaders. Most 
of them were involved in 
student leadership and now 
occupy various leadership 
roles in society and in their 
professional environments.
 
“This structure is not a 
leadership incubator, we have 
led and continue to lead in 
our various spaces,” he said.
The other members of the 
Convocation Executive are 
Siyathokoza Mchunu (Deputy 
President), Sizwe Zwane 
(Secretary General), Sandiso 

Makhathini (additional 
member) and Zamile Gwala 
(additional member).

Nkwanyana is himself a 
seasoned leader, having 
occupied various leadership 
positions previously. He 
was the president of Enactus 
UNIZULU during the 
2011/2012 term of office. 
During his student days he 
was also involved in BMF 
and was a member of the 
House Committees.
 
“The University of Zululand 
gave me an opportunity to 
learn a number of skills. 
It created an enabling 
environment to engage in 
a number of extra curricula 
activities which helped me 
in terms of broadening my 
leadership skills,” he said.
 
He said UNIZULU plays 
a very important role in 
society as it caters mainly 
for students who come from 
disadvantaged backgrounds
 
Kwanele Mkhwanazi, who 
served with Nkwanyana in the 
Student Housing Committees 
and in the student parliament 
had only praises for the 
Convocation president.
 
“I can personally vouch for 
his exceptional leadership 
qualities that I feel will be 
instrumental in charting 
a clear direction for 
UNIZULU convocation. He 
is unequivocally one of the 
most fearless, robust and 
action-driven young leaders 
I’ve met. I think he is bound 
to bring along a fresher and 
more unique perspective on 
things,” said Mkhwanazi

 Nhlakanipho Nkwanyana is the new president of the UNIZULU 
Convocation. He was elected at the Convocation AGM held on 

October 15

	 	 			Convocation	President	Determined	to	make	a	change

Picture by: Sphamandla Gumede
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	 	 			Pearl	flies	the	KZN	flag	high	at	Miss	Heritage

Twenty-two year 
old Pearl Phindile 
Mthembu has been 

crowned the 2016/2017 
Miss Heritage for KwaZulu-
Natal. The Development 
Studies student went on to 
represent the province with 
distinction at the National 
finals held in Pretoria in 
October.

While she did not win the big 
prize, Pearl is not deterred 
by this but she is grateful 
the chance to participate in 
the competition alongside 
17 other finalists from 
across the country.

“It did not crush me but it 
made me stronger. I am 
grateful for the opportunity 
as I got to share the 
experience with people of 
different cultures during the 
one week camp”.

She said the competition is 
all about embracing one’s 
culture. “The vision of the 
pageant is that not to forget 
where we come from and 
who we are”.

Despite being the reigning 
KZN Queen, Pearl has 
just been given another 
huge responsibility. From 
next year she will be 
coordinating the provincial 
leg of the competition.

While she is aware that 
this will be a difficult task, 
she believes nothing is 
insurmountable.

“I strongly believe that if 
you work hard you can 

achieve anything. Plus the 
project management skills 
I learned during my time 
at Ongoye will come in 
handy,” she says

Now in her final year of 
the degree in Development  
Studies, Pearl hopes 
to venture into the job 
market next year while 
also pursuing an Honours 
Degree part time.

“There is no way I will not 
continue studying. In my 
family there is an unwritten 

rule that we, as children 
have to outdo our parents’ 
level of education. My 
father is very passionate 
about education, he is 
currently pursuing his PhD 
and so I still have a long 
way to go”.

She also credits her father 
for instilling in her the spirit 
of philanthropy.

Through the Maxwell Mbili 
foundation, named after her 
father, Pearl is involved 
in community upliftment 

initiatives. This involves 
the sourcing of uniforms for 
needy pupils. 

She can’t wait to go back 
home in Port Shepstone and 
start working for the benefit 
of others.

“I have a passion of 
investing in women 
empowerment. I always 
enjoy doing something that 
has impact on other peoples’ 
lives. Investing and creating 
change in the lives of others 
is what makes me happy”.

Pearl Mthembu recently represented KZN at the national Miss Heritage contest. She was 
photographed during the national camp which was attended by 17 other finalists from across the 

country.

Picture: Supplied



knocking on every office 
and gaining clients.”

Bheka and Ndumiso started 
implementing their idea by 
approaching staff members 
in West residences, 
gaining momentum 
throughout the course of 
the year. They have tight 
schedules as both tutors 
in Business Management, 
post-graduate attendees 
from 9am-12pm and 
businessmen till sunset.

“Many people have 
brilliant ideas. Trying and 
failing is a lot better than 
failing to try because if 
something is important 
you will find a way not an 
excuse.”

Things were not always 
rosy for the hardworking 
pair as they initially did 
not have a place nor the 
permission to conduct their 
business on campus. 

Other challenges include 
clients requesting the 
duo’s service during class 
time as well as the rainy 
weather which hampers the 
productivity and overall 
income.

Nevertheless, the founders 
of Bhenduh plan on 
branching out to every 
faculty with the hopes of 
recruiting more clients and 
generating more income. 
The relentless duo also 
stresses the importance 
of determination and 
perseverance.

      #MoneyTalk
	 	 			Dirty	cars	are	their	cash	cows
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When two honours 
students realised 
they couldn’t 

afford to buy books, they 
had to think fast. That 
is how the on campus 
Bhenduh Car Wash was 
born.

“At the beginning of 
2016 we had to buy books 
but we did not have any 
book allowance at the 
bookshop. 

We came up with the 
business idea of starting 
a car wash and have 
been working diligently 
ever since,” said Bheka 
Gumede and Ndumiso 
Mjweni.

Bhenduh Car Wash 
provides services which 
include washing, polishing 
and adding perfume to 
vehicles at a monthly 
instalment fee for 
UNIZULU academics.

 “Establishing our business 
involved environmental 
scanning and research, 
asking lecturers how they 
felt about a car wash as well 
as drawing an action plan 
regarding our operations,” 
they said.

“This plan was then 
presented to a marketing 
lecturer and ultimately 
approved before going 
through the lengthy process 
of making business cards, 

“Associate yourself with 
business minded people. 
Some will laugh at you 
but you need to focus on 
your vision. Never allow 
challenges to beat you, 
they are only there to make 
you strong”.

Both 22 year olds are 
pursuing an honours 
degree in Business 
Management, asserting 
that they plan on making 
many more waves in the 
callous but lucrative world 
of business.

Bheka Gumede and Ndumiso Mjweni established a carwash on 
campus so as to be able to buy study materials such as books

“Many people have brilliant ideas. 
Trying and failing is a lot better than 

failing to try light of that day”



  #ArtsCorner

    Tag caught up with 24-year-
old actor Mbuyiselo Bonani 
Mlaba, the man who is the 
brains behind “The Secrets” 
a short film shot on campus 
earlier this year.

What started as a simple 
drama performance in 
primary school has become a 
lifestyle for the man known to 
many on campus as the king 
of theatre.

Born and raised in Ulundi 
(Hlophekhulu) the multi-
talented actor is behind a 
number of productions, 
in which he worked with 
experienced directors such 
as Gift Marovatsang and 
renowned music trainers like 
Bhekani Buthelezi.

“I fell in love with acting in 
primary school. I formed 
a group with some of my 
friends and we had weekly 
performances. I joined a 
modelling crew and decided 
to pursue a career in acting 
from there onwards”.

Mbuyiselo attended 
Nsikayempilo as well as 
Hlophekhulu Primary School. 
He later attended Sibanisakhe 
High School before enrolling 
at UNIZULU for his B.A 
degree in 2013.

The young actor’s degree 
which entailed Drama, 
Theatre Studies and 
Communication Science, 
resulted in performances for 
both student and professional 
productions.

Mbuyiselo asserts that 
balancing schoolwork with 
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his career is relatively easy 
as both aspects complement 
each other, feeling more like 
a hobby than anything else.  
He says his twin brother and 
five-year-old daughter inspire 
him.

“I want to become the best 
actor in South Africa. I see 
myself in the biggest movies, 
the best soap operas as well 
as the most entertaining 
commercials. I also want 
to take my project (Sabela 
Africa) to the next level,” he 
says.

Mbuyiselo’s already 
promising project ‘Sabela 
Africa’ is an enchanting 
display of traditional dancing 
performed by our king and his 
group. “We normally work 
with organizations which 
pay for accommodation and 
other costs if they want us to 
perform wherever,” he says.

Although our king oozes 
determination, he is mindful 
of the difficulties. “Acting 
is no child’s play. There are 
many obstacles but do not 
get discouraged. Find a way 
to overcome your obstacles, 
establish your name as an 
artist and achieve your goals,” 
he says.

With the year gradually 
reaching its end, Mbuyiselo 
is working vigorously 
on his honours degree in 
Communication Science.

The young actor is also 
about to release a short film 
titled ‘The Secrets’. Shot 
earlier in August, this film 

is inspired by university life 
and will showcase talent from 
actors and actresses from the 
department of Creative Arts 
at UNIZULU.

Students should expect this 
film very soon as it will be 
first viewed by ‘Campus 
Cinema’ which is a student 
project on campus.

All	hail	the	king	of	theatre!

Mbuyiselo Bonani Mlaba who is known to many as the king of 
theatre is the writer, actor in “The Secrets”, a short film shot at

the KwaDlangezwa Campus.  

“I want to become the best actor in South 
Africa. I see myself in the biggest movies, 
the best soap operas as well as the most 

entertaining commercials. I also want to take 
my project (Sabela Africa) to the next level”
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